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SUB J : DAOUD RELEASES ARRESTED LEADERS OF FORMER REGIME - 
- A MOVE TO THE CENTER OF THE AFGHAN ROAD 

REF: KABUL 6429 

1. SUMMARY: THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN (GOA) HAS 
ANNOUNCED AN AMNESTY FOR A NUMBER OF OFFICIALS OF THE ROYAL 
REGIME WHO WERE ARRESTED AT THE TIME OF THE JULY 1973 COUP. 
THEY INCLUDE THE EXILED KING'S LAST PRIME MINISTER, MUSA 
SHAFIQ. IN ADDITION ABDUL WALL PRESIDENT DAOUD'S COUSIN 
AND THE LAST PRE-COUP COMMANDER OF CENTRAL FORCES, AND HIS 
FATHER SHAH WALI HAVE BEEN RELEASED FROM DETENTION. THE 
CENTRAL COMMITTEE, A GROUP OF MOSTLY YOUNGER MILITARY 
OFFICERS INVOLVED IN THE COUP WHOM THE AFGHAN ESTABLISHMENT 
HAS REGARDED AS LEFTISTS, HAS REPORTEDLY BEEN DISBANDED. 
COMING SO SOON AFTER THE RECENT CABINET CHANGES (KABUL 
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6429), WHICH SHUNTED ASIDE OR DEMOTED OTHER "LEFTISTS ", 

THESE LATEST POLITICAL MOVES BY DAOUD ARE PERCEIVED BY 
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POLITICALLY AWARE AFGHANS - AND BY US - AS A RETURN TO 
A MORE TRADITIONAL AFGHAN REGIME DOMINATED BY THE 
MOHAMMADZAI FAMILY WHICH HAS RULED AFGHANISTAN FOR 
140 YEARS. DAOUD APPEARS TO HAVE BEEN REACTING, IN 
THE WAKE OF THE PANJSHIR INSURGENCY OF LAST JULY, TO 
A NEED, LONG FELT BY THE MOHAMMABJAI ESTABLISHMENT, 

TO RETURN TO NORMALCY. AT THE SAME TIME, THESE MOVES 
REPRESENT THE CULMINATION OF HIS EFFORTS TO DOMINATE 
THE FORCES WHICH HELPED HIM BACK TO POWER. FOREIGN, 
INCLUDING RUSSIAN, REACTION WILL BE MUTED, AND U.S. 

INTERESTS ARE NOT AFFECTED. END SUMMARY. 

2. SINCE THE CABINET CHANGES ANNOUNCED SEPTEMBER 27 
(REFTEL), EXPECTATIONS THAT THE DAOUD REGIME WOULD 
BE SIGNIFICANTLY 

CHANGED HAVE BEEN FED BY RUMORS THAT 
PROMINENT PERSONS AND POLITICIANS ASSOCIATED WITH THE 
MONARCHICAL REGIME, SUPPLANTED BY DAOUD IN JULY OF 
1973, WOULD BE RELEASED FROM IMPRISONMENT OR HOUSE 
ARREST. THESE STORIES GAINED CURRENCY AS THE ID-AL- 
FITR APPROACHED, THE END OF RAMAZAN AND A TRADITIONAL 
TIME OF AMNESTY AND RECONCILIATION. THEN ON OCTOBER 5 
IT WAS ANNOUNCED THAT MUSA SHAFIQ (LAST PRIME MINISTER 
OF THE MONARCHICAL REGIME) HAD BEEN RELEASED ALONG 
WITH A "SMALL NUMBER OF OTHER PEOPLE WHO WERE ARRESTED 
ON THE 26 OF SARETAN (THE AFGHAN DATE OF DAOUD'S 
COUP) DUE TO THE NECESSITY AND REQUIREMENTS OF THE 
REPUBLICAN REVOLUTION”. IN ADDITION TO THESE FRANKLY 
POLITICAL PRISONERS 284 OTHER PERSONS WERE RELEASED 
FROM PRISON AND 34 OTHERS WERE GIVEN REDUCED SENTENCES. 

3. THOUGH THEY WERE NOT SPECIFICALLY NAMED IN THE 
ANNOUNCEMENT (AND MAY NOT IN FACT HAVE BEEN INCLUDED 
WITHIN THAT "SMALL NUMBER" OF DETAINEES REFERRED TO 

IN THE ANNOUNCEMENT) SOURCES WITHIN THE MOHAMMADZAI 

FAMILY HAVE CONFIRMED THAT DAOUD'S UNCLE SHAH WALI 

AND SHAH WALTS SON ABDUL WALI -THE KING'S LAST CENTRAL 

ARMY COMMANDER AND AT LEAST POTENTIALLY A SUCCESSOR TO HIS 

COUSIN DAOUD-HAVE ALSO BEEN RELEASED FROM DETENTION. 
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SHAH WALI, REPORTEDLY FIRST TO BE RELEASED FROM HOUSE 
ARREST, MAY HAVE ALREADY LEFT FOR ITALY WHERE HE WILL 
JOIN OTHER MEMBERS OF HIS FAMILY INCLUDING THE FORMER 
KING. ABDUL WALI IS SAID TO BE FOLLOWING TO JOIN HIS 
FATHER WITHIN THE NEXT SEVERAL DAYS. 

4. OF EQUAL SIGNIFICANCE (ALTHOUGH STILL SPECULATIVE) 

ARE RUMORS OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE'S HAVING BEEN 
ABOLISHED SOME FIVE DAYS AGO, IN WHAT APPEARS THE 'COUP 
DE GRACE’ FOR THAT REVOLUTIONARY AND VAGUELY SINISTER 
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BODY WHICH CAME TO POWER WITH DAOUD, OR, BETTER, 
ASSISTED DAOUD TO POWER, IN 1973. THE COMMITTEE'S 
HOLD OVER GOVERNMENT HAD ALREADY DISCERNIBLY WANED, 
ESPECIALLY IN THE PAST YEAR. IF IN FACT IT NOW HAS 
BEEN FINALLY DISBANDED THEN A TURN OF EVENTS HAS 
BEEN REACHED AT WHICH DAOUD NOW COMPLETELY DOMINATES 
THE FORCES THAT HELPED HIM BACK TO POWER AND A REGIME 
FAR MORE FAMILIAR TO MOST AFGHANS IS ONCE AGAIN IN 
PLACE. 

5. WE DOUBT THERE WILL BE FURTHER PUBLIC ELABORATION 
OF DAOUD'S AMNESTY, EITHER OF ITS CONTENT OR INTENTIONS, 
THOUGH HE MAY WELL REFER TO FORGIVENESS AND 
RECONCILIATION IN GENERAL QWAYS WHEN HE ADDRESSES THE 
NATION ON THE "ID" HOLIDAY. NOR DOES IT APPEAR LIKELY 
THAT ABOLITION OF THE CENTRAL COMMITTEE WILL BE MADE 
PUBLIC IN ANY FORMAL WAY, FOR IT HAS TOO OFTEN BEEN 
DISPLAYED AS A FACTOR IN DAOUD'S GOVERNMENT'S 
LEGITIMACY TO CAST ASIDE AS SOMETHING WHICH SO EASILY 
LOST SIGNIFICANCE. BUT WE BELIEVE THAT IN SPITE OF 
NO PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT, AFGHANS WARE OF THEIR 
GOVERNMENT'S PROCESSES WILL BE QUICK TO UNDERSTAND 
THAT CHANGES HAVE TAKEN PLACE IN THE REGIME WHICH 
INDICATE A RESURGENCE OF THE TRADITIONAL MOHAMMADZAI 
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